
 

 
 

 National 
 Qualifications 
 2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2024 Biology 
 

National 5  
 
Question Paper Finalised Marking Instructions 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
© Scottish Qualifications Authority 2024 
 
These marking instructions have been prepared by examination teams for use by SQA appointed 
markers when marking external course assessments.   
 
The information in this document may be reproduced in support of SQA qualifications only on a non-
commercial basis.  If it is reproduced, SQA must be clearly acknowledged as the source.  If it is to be 
reproduced for any other purpose, written permission must be obtained from permissions@sqa.org.uk. 
  



 page 04  
 

Marking Instructions for each question 
 
 

 
Section 1 
 

 

Question Response Mark 

1. C 1 

2. C 1 

3. D 1 

4. A 1 

5. C 1 

6. D 1 

7. B 1 

8. B 1 

9. C 1 

10. A 1 

11. D 1 

12. D 1 

13. A 1 

14. B 1 

15. A 1 

16. D 1 

17. C 1 

18. D 1 

19. C 1 

20. B 1 

21. C 1 

22. B 1 

23. A 1 

24. A 1 

25. B 1 
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General marking principles for National 5 Biology 
 
This information is provided to help you understand the general principles you must apply when 
marking candidate responses to questions in this paper. These principles must be read in conjunction 
with the marking instructions, which identify the key features required in candidate responses. 
 
(a) Marks for each candidate response must always be assigned in line with these general marking 

principles and the detailed marking instructions for this assessment. 
 
(b) Marking should always be positive. This means that, for each candidate response, marks are 

accumulated for the demonstration of relevant skills, knowledge and understanding: they are 
not deducted from a maximum on the basis of errors or omissions. 

 
(c) If a specific candidate response does not seem to be covered by either the principles or detailed 

marking instructions, and you are uncertain how to assess it, you must seek guidance from your 
team leader. 

 
(d) There are no half marks awarded. 
 
(e)  Where a candidate makes an error at an early stage in the first part of a question, credit should 

normally be given for subsequent answers that are correct with regard to this original error. 
Candidates should not be penalised more than once for the same error. 

 
(f) Unless a numerical question specifically requires evidence of working to be shown, full marks 

should be awarded for a correct final answer (including units, if appropriate) on its own. 
 
(g)  In the detailed marking instructions, if a word is underlined then it is essential; if a word is 

(bracketed) then it is not essential. 
 
(h)  In the detailed marking instructions, words separated by / are alternatives. 
 
(i) A correct answer can be negated if: 

• an extra, incorrect, response is given 

• additional information that contradicts the correct response is included. 
 
(j) Unless otherwise required by the question, use of abbreviations (eg DNA, ATP) or chemical 

formulae (eg CO2, H20) are acceptable alternatives to naming.   
 

(k) Where incorrect spelling is given: 

• If the correct word is recognisable then give the mark. 

• If the word can easily be confused with another biological term then do not give the mark 
eg mitosis and meiosis. 

• If the word is a mixture of other biological words then do not give the mark, eg osmotis, 
respirduction, protosynthesis. 
 

(l) Presentation of data 

• If a candidate provides two graphs or charts, mark both and give the higher score. 

• If a question asks for a particular type of graph and the wrong type is given, then full marks 
cannot be awarded. Candidates cannot achieve the plot mark but may be able to achieve 
the mark for scale and label.  

• If the x and y data are transposed, then do not give the scale and label mark. 

• If the graph uses less than 50% of the axes, then do not give the scale and label mark. 

• If 0 is plotted when no data is given, then do not give the plot mark (ie candidates should 
only plot the data given). 

• No distinction is made between bar graphs and histograms for marking purposes.  

• In a pie chart lines must originate from the central point and extend to tick marks. Labels 
must be given in full. 
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(m) Marks are awarded only for a valid response to the question asked. For example, in response to 
questions that ask candidates to: 

• identify, name, give or state, they need only answer or present in brief form; 

• describe, they must provide a statement as opposed to simply one word; 

• explain, they must provide a reason for the information given; 

• compare, they must demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the similarities and/or 
differences between topics being examined; 

• calculate, they must determine a number from given facts, figures or information; 

• predict, they must indicate what may happen based on available information; 

• suggest, they must apply their knowledge and understanding to a new situation. 
 
 
 
 
  


